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Context Map 

 

201 Neighbours in Support 

 197 Neighbours in opposition 

The context map above shows neighbours in support and neighbours in opposition to the 

proposal. Neighbours in support have provided their signatures and/or letters. Neighbours in 

opposition have provided letters which oppose some variances but not others. Support letters 

and objection letters are included in this document. 

Some support and opposition is outside of the boundaries shown on the map above. 

Regardless, such letters of support or opposition are included in this document to provide 

background. 
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Signatures in Support 
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Support Letter 1 – 193 Macdonell Ave 
 

 JIM REYNOLDS  
193 Macdonell Ave., Toronto, ON | 416.278.7161 | james.b.reynolds@gmail.com  

 

May 22, 2019  

To Whom It May Concern:  

 

I’m the current owner of 193 Macdonell Ave. in Toronto and writing in support of 

proposed renovations that are being considered by Ana and Michael Klizs, owners of 

199 Macdonell Ave. in Toronto. Specifically, this is in response to statements made by 

Ms. Robin Burgess on May 3 disputing the proposed renovation.  

 

I have known Michael and Ana for several years and I’m confident that all proper care 

and consideration will be given to maintaining any and all environmental requirements, 

fire safety codes, or any other specific concerns raised in Ms. Burgess’s letter. Over the 

years that they have owned 199 Macdonell, they have been courteous and thoughtful 

neighbors who always put the wellbeing and preservation of the street’s character at 

the forefront of any property changes.  

 

In addition, I have reviewed Ms. Burgess’s notice disputing Ana and Michael’s 

renovation proposal and would like to explicitly highlight that her statements regarding 

the sale of 193 Macdonell are categorically false. At no point have we experienced 

any basement flooding whatsoever in 193 Macdonell Ave., and certainly have had no 

negative impacts resulting from our neighbor’s renovation. I’m very concerned that Ms. 

Burgess is making false statements in support of her claim and would like these 

comments noted on any “official” record of events, to the extent that they exist.  

Sincerely,  

 
Jim Reynolds   
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Support Letter 2 – 195 Macdonell Ave 
June 18th, 2019 

Sara Merrifield and David Smith 

195 Macdonell Ave 

Toronto ON M6R 2A4 

 

Toronto Committee of Adjustment 

Dear Committee Members, 

We are writing to offer our support of the proposed renovation at 199 Macdonell Avenue and 

to offer the committee some balanced input to the presentation of our neighbour at 197 

Macdonell Ave at your original meeting.  

We would like to begin by encouraging the committee to be appropriately flexible on bylaws 

where flexibility can assist families with children to stay and thrive in our communities. The 

homes on Macdonell are historically very small. The ability to grow these homes to fit a modern 

family in comfort and convenience keeps our neighbourhood vibrant and helps to rejuvenate 

the aging properties and infrastructure.  

In particular we wanted to write to correct the presentation by Robin Burgess regarding our 

own renovation at 195 Macdonell and the effect on our neighbours. First, it is important to 

note that Ms. Burgess indicated that our columnar structure was something we “had” to do, 

implying it was the result of some city or committee requirement. It was not. It was a design 

decision we made in conjunction with our architect. No other plans were designed, submitted 

or otherwise discussed. Not with the city nor with Ms. Burgess.  

Secondly, Ms. Burgess stated that there was water damage to our neighbours home as a result 

of our renovation and that this forced them to leave. This is not correct. As part of our 

renovation we did extensive drainage work and landscaping including weeping tiles throughout 

the backyard, the addition of a sump pump and an underground drainage system that pipes 

ground water 3o feet from the back of our house to an underground storage and drain at the 

back of the lot. The roof drainage is also connected to this system and has benefitted both 

neighbours through improved drainage. The system has been so effective as to eliminate the 

previous problems of standing backyard water in the spring and basement water during storms.  

As to the effect on light from the proposed renovation, the effect would be very similar to the 

effect that Ms. Burgess’ addition has on our own home, which is not significant given that the 

light comes from the south.  

Thank you for your consideration, 

Sara Merrifield and David Smith 
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Support Letter 3 – 191 Macdonell Ave 

Date: July 5th, 2019 

Dear City of Toronto: 

Please accept this letter in full support of the proposed renovation at 199 MacDonell Ave (TLAB Case File 

Number: 19 158267 S45 04) I have the pleasure of living a few doors south of Ana-Maria and Michael 

Klisz, the homeowners. Not only do they bring the community and neighbours together through their 

generosity and kindness, they have done a lot for the street and neighbourhood by encouraging all the 

young children on the street to play and engage with each other. They open their house, their yard and 

their hearts to all the fmailies on MacDonell. Whether it’s offering to babysit, share items form their 

garden or lend a hand to neighbours, they bring a lot to the street. It would be a shame to lose them as 

they outgrow their home with their three children.  

I would like to add that they have been forthcoming with all their plans, which are similar in scope to 

others on the street. We believe the renovation will be a benefit to the street and those of us who live 

there.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Meredith & Troy Barnes 

191 MacDonell Ave.  

Toronto, ON  

M6R 2A4 
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Support Letter 4 – 203 Macdonell Ave 
 

203 Macdonell Ave. 

Toronto, ON, M6R 2A4 

July 5th, 2019 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We are the owners of 203 Macdonell Ave. in Toronto, and are writing in support of the 

renovations proposed by Ana & Michael Klizs for their home at 199 Macdonell Ave. in Toronto. 

We were surprised to see Ana and Michael’s application denied by the committee, especially 

when the design resembles so many other homes in the area. Almost all homes within a few 

doors of Ana and Michael have already been expanded with an extension and/or attic addition. 

Our own house, the same model and vintage as Ana & Michael’s house, is the only one nearby 

without. Directly across the street there are three floor Victorian-style houses, most with 

extensions. 

In our view, owners in this area should be allowed to thoughtfully expand these older homes so 

that young families (like ours, and Ana’s and Michael’s) can continue to grow up here. We think 

the design proposed by Ana and Michael strikes a great balance between expanding their home 

and taking care to maintain the appearance and feel of the neighborhood. Ana and Michael put 

in effort to ensure that the proposed renovations do not stand out from neighboring homes, 

and we appreciate the care they took. 

Lastly, Ana and Michael have always been courteous neighbours, and we are confident that 

they will perform any changes with care and courtesy for us and other neighbors. Since 

welcoming us to the neighborhood in late 2015, they have: 

- Taken good care of their home and property to improve the appearance of the street 

- Thoughtfully minimized the disturbance caused by their porch renovation two years ago 

- Watched out for our children and property, informing us of unusual activity in the 

neighborhood and around our property (thefts, break-ins) 

- Taken care to share their proposed renovations with us and our neighbors by meeting in 

person to discuss the plan and receive feedback. 

We hope you will re-consider, and approve the application submitted. Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Stephan Trusevych and Dessislava Daskalov 

203 Macdonell Ave, Toronto, ON, M6R 2A4 

647-287-4847 

strusevych@gmail.com ; dessy.daskalov@gmail.com 
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Support Letter 5 – 190 Macdonell Ave
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Support Letter 6 – 217 Macdonell Ave
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Objection Letter 1 – 178 Macdonell Ave 
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Objection Letter 2 – 197 Macdonell Ave 
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Objection Letter 3 – 188 Macdonell Ave 
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Objection Letter 4 – 169 Macdonell Ave
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Objection Letter 5 – 194 Macdonell Ave 
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Objection Letter 6 – 82 Fern Ave 
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Objection Letter 7 – 32 Wright Ave 
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